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Provisional Conference Programme
The first international follow-up conference to the adoption of the

Political Declaration on Strengthening the Protection of Civilians from the
Humanitarian Consequences Arising from the Use of Explosive Weapons in
Populated Areas (EWIPA Declaration)

Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel, Oslo, 22-24 April
22 April

The Norwegian Red Cross and the International Network on Explosive Weapons (INEW)
are co-hosting a Protection Forum on Monday 22 April, prior to the opening reception
for the official Conference. Conference participants are encouraged to attend. More
information about the Protection Forum will be provided by the organisers in advance of
the Conference. The preliminary programme for the Protection Forum is as follows:

10:00-11:00 Registration and viewing of exhibitions
11:00-12:15 Lunch
12:15-13:45 Session 1: Civilian harm and current contexts

This session will look at current contexts where explosive weapons are being used, and
the impacts on civilians and broader communities.

13:45-14:15 Coffee break

14:15-16:00 Session 2: Responding to the needs of people and
communities, and closing of the Protection Forum

This session will focus on the role that civil society organisations are playingin
addressing the needs of conflict affected communities.

19:00-21:00 Opening reception for the Conference
Opening Reception for all participants hosted by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, at Hoymagasinet, Myntgata 7.
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23 April

08:00-09:00 Registration for the Conference
09:00-10:00 Opening session with high-level participants

The session will consist of introductory remarks by high-level participants, and other
key actors, focusing on the continued relevance of the Declaration and the
humanitarian impacts of the use of explosive weapons in populated areas, including
lived experiences and testimonies from relevant contexts. The opening session will set
the stage for the Conference by highlighting the urgent need to strengthen the
protection of civilians from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas.

10:00-11:30 Session 1: Military policies and practises

The session will focus on the commitments in the Declaration pertaining to the
adoption, review and implementation of policies and practices by states aimed at
strengthening the protection of civilians and avoiding civilian harm (primarily
commitments 3.1.-3.4.). Participants will have the opportunity to share examples of
steps being taken at the national level to review and revise existing policies and
practices, or to adopt new ones, and will share lessons learned and good practices that
support the implementation of the Declaration. This may include relevant operational
experiences, from both states and humanitarian organisations, and measures
undertaken to prevent and mitigate civilian harm, as well as the development of rules of
engagement, operational or tactical directives, and other policy initiatives relevant to
the Declaration. The session will also be an opportunity to provide information about
meetings and workshops with military experts held since the endorsing ceremony in
Dublin in 2022.

11.30-12.00 Coffee break

12.00-13:30 Session 2: Understanding direct and indirect effects

The session will focus on the direct and indirect effects arising from the use of explosive
weapons in populated areas, and the centrality of data collection in understanding
these effects (primarily commitments 3.4., 4.2.-4.3.). The aim is to initiate a discussion
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on how direct and indirect effects are understood, what the long-term consequences
might be, and how this can be factored into the planning and execution of military
operations. The session will look at approaches to establishing mechanisms to collect
data on civilian harm from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas. It will also
provide an arena for sharing findings from recent data collection efforts and elaborating
on how mechanisms of data collection can be used to improve the tracking of and
responses to civilian harm. The session will also address opportunities and challenges
relating to the sharing of data on direct and indirect effects.

13:30-14:30 Lunch

14:30-16:00 Session 3: Assisting conflict-affected communities

The session will present the perspectives of communities affected by explosive
weapons in populated areas and focus on the humanitarian-centred aspects of the
Declaration (primarily commitments 3.5., 4.4., 4.5. and 4.6). The discussion will centre
on the different types of assistance needed by affected communities, both during and
after conflict, and steps that can be taken to protect civilians and facilitate and
maintain humanitarian access. It will also emphasize the importance of supporting the
work of humanitarian organisations in providing assistance and protection, including
clearance of contaminated areas, risk education and victim assistance, and call
attention to the gendered impacts of explosive weapons. Conflict-affected countries
and communities and humanitarian organisations will be encouraged to share their
experiences.

16:00-16.30 Coffee break

16:30-18:00 Closing session with high-level participants:
The way forward and universalisation

The closing session will provide an opportunity to direct attention to the work ahead,
discuss efforts to secure broader support for the Declaration and present a set of goals
to further strengthen implementation. The Chair’s proposed “Way Forward” outlining
suggestions for how to further institutionalise and implement the Declaration will be
distributed in advance of the Conference. Norway, as host country, will outline ways of
advancing the work relating to the Declaration, with particular focus on commitments
4.7-4.8.
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Additional information

Each session will be introduced by a group of speakers who will focus on
implementation measures and activities carried out since the signing of the Declaration
in Dublin in November 2022. The aim is to inform participants about the current
implementation status of the Declaration, including best practices and lessons learned,
with input from states, the United Nations, the ICRC, other relevant international
organisations and civil society organisations.

The overall aim of the Conference, and reflecting commitment 4.7 of the Declaration, is
to review in a collaborative spirit the implementation of the Declaration, including
through an exchange of good policies and practices, and by identifying any relevant
additional measures that may need to be taken. The Conference will also provide an
opportunity to address emerging concepts and terminology.

Delegations are encouraged to take the floor to deliver thematic statements and
engage in substantive exchanges during sessions one, two and three. Kindly note
that thematic statements should not exceed three minutes. Delegations are kindly
asked to register their interest to speak by writing to speakers.ewipa2024@mfa.no
before 15 April 2024.

The aim is to have interventions focusing on tangible and action-oriented
implementation measures and/or exchanges aimed at fostering cooperation and the
sharing of best practices.

A more detailed programme with an overview of the speakers will be distributed in due
course. Please note that the programme and timings provided may be subject to
change. For the latest information and updates on the conference programme, please
refer to the conference website at Oslo Conference — UNODA.

24 April Thematic workshops

As an extension of the Conference and the Protection Forum on 22-23 April, two
thematic workshops will be organised on 24 April by the International Network on
Explosive Weapons (INEW), in collaboration with international organisations and states.
The workshops will take place in the same venue and will provide participants with the
opportunity to engage in a more in-depth discussion on key aspects of the Declaration
related to 1) military policies and practices or 2) humanitarian access and assistance.



mailto:speakers.ewipa2024@mfa.no
https://disarmament.unoda.org/convarms/explosive-weapons/oslo-conference/
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Conference participants are encouraged to attend and can select either workshop
regardless of affiliation. More information about the thematic workshops will be
provided in advance of the Conference. The preliminary programme for the workshops
is as follows:

09:30-10:00 Opening of workshop in plenary
10:00-11:30 Parallel sessions

Workshop on military policies and practices

This workshop session will focus on commitment 3.3. and measures that can be taken
in policy and practice to avoid civilian harm by restricting or refraining from use of
explosive weapons in populated areas in policy and in practice.

Workshop on the humanitarian impacts of explosive weapons

This workshop session will focus on commitments 4.4 and 4,5. and measures that can
be taken to provide rapid, safe and unhindered access in zones affected by use of
explosive weapons, and immediate and long-term assistance to survivors and their
communities.

11:30-12:00 Debrief and closing

12:00-13:00 Light lunch




