
1

Parliamentarians have a vital role to play in enhancing the protec-
tion of civilians in armed conflict, and supporting efforts interna-
tionally and nationally to stop the use of explosive weapons with 
wide area effects in populated areas. This appeal is coordinated by 
the International Network on Explosive Weapons (INEW), an interna-
tional NGO partnership calling for immediate action to prevent human 
suffering from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas. It 
draws on the repeated calls of the UN Secretary-General to avoid the 
use of explosive weapons with wide area effects in populated areas, 
and for states to start discussions on a political response to address 
this harm by urgently developing an international political declara-
tion.1

International Parliamentary Appeal to prevent human 
suffering from the use of explosive weapons in
populated areas

Armed conflicts are increasingly conducted among civilian popu-
lations and with weapon systems designed for open battlefields, 
presenting serious challenges to the protection of civilians in armed 
conflicts today.

We, the undersigned parliamentarians, express our deep concern at 
the grave harm civilians are suffering from bombing and shelling in 
towns and cities. 

Tens of thousands of women, men and children are killed, injured 
and traumatised each year by the use of explosive weapons in the 
neighbourhoods where they live and work: when explosive weapons 
are used in populated areas, around 90% of those directly killed or 
injured are civilians. Record numbers of people are displaced, fleeing 
in search of safety. Vital power, water and sanitation infrastructure is 
destroyed, shutting down essential services including health care and 
education. Schools and hospitals are damaged or destroyed, food 
supplies disrupted, communities and areas contaminated with unex-
ploded ordnance are rendered unsafe, and homes uninhabitable. 

We call upon governments to urgently develop, adopt and implement 
an international commitment to address this clear and documented 
pattern of harm by stopping the use of explosive weapons with wide 
area effects in populated areas and assisting affected people and 
communities.
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Who can sign

The Parliamentary Appeal is open to all members of national/state, 
provincial/local, and regional parliaments and congress to endorse. 
Parliamentarians that have endorsed the appeal are listed at:
www.inew.org/parliamentary-appeal

A list of states that have recognised the harm from explosive 
weapons in populated areas, and have called for political action to 
address this harm can be found at:
http://www.inew.org/political-response/ 

How to sign

To sign the International Parliamentary Appeal, please complete the 
information below and send it back to info@inew.org from your official 
parliamentary email account giving consent to be listed on the INEW 
website as an endorser.

Full name:
Signature:
Country:
Twitter handle:

For more information about INEW, please see the INEW website
www.inew.org and follow INEW on Twitter @explosiveweapon

1  See: UN Secretary-General statements on the use of explosive weapons in 
populated areas, compiled at: http://www.inew.org/political-response/
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